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Ottawa Valley Historical Society               
1032 Pembroke Street East, P.O. Box 985 
Pembroke, Ontario, K8A 7M5  
613.735.0517  
Email: pembrokemuseum@nrtco.net 
Website: www.champlaintrailmuseum.com  
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UPCOMING EVENT!!! 
 

Annual General Meeting  
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

Kiwanis Field House, Riverside Park 
At 7:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker:  Wayne Campbell 

President’s Message 
David Whitmore 
 

We have lots of exciting exhibits and events planned for this year.   
Below is our calendar of events so be sure to mark your calendars 
and plan to join us in these fun and entertaining activities.  We have 
new exhibits in the works and are refurbishing some of our current 
exhibits. We are planning new signage for the Museum; building a 
“Jail” with materials from the original Pembroke Jail and we are  
hoping to start work on a Cockburn Pointer Boat workshop to  
become a major exhibit in the future.   

Become a volunteer!  Become a member!   
Be a part of your wonderful heritage! 

 
Calendar of Events for 2010 
 

March 15 to 19:               Railroading Exhibit—HO Trains 
(School March Break)   
Friday, April 23:               Sneak-a-Peek Wine & Cheese Gala 
Sunday, June 27:            Strawberry Social 
Sunday, August 8:          Heritage Blueberryfest 
Wednesday, August 18:  Victorian Tea 
Saturday, Sept. 18:         Doors Open Pembroke 
Saturday, Sept. 25:         Fall Harvest Event 
July and August:             Kids Days 
 
Congratulations! 
 

Our Museum was nominated in the category of “Small  
Business of the Year” for the 2009 Upper Valley Chamber of  
Commerce Achievement Awards.  Even though we did not win, just 
being recognized for this nomination is a wonderful achievement and 
thanks go to the staff, Board of Directors and volunteers who helped 
make this nomination possible. 



Board of Directors  
President             David Whitmore 
Past President      Bob Pilot 
First V.P.             David Lemkay 
Second V.P.        Larry Fisher 
Third V.P.           Rick O’Brien 
Treasurer             Peter Rumohr 
Secretary             Kim Sheppard 
Archives              Steve Handke 
Church Rental     Janet Campbell 
Endowment         Reg Biggs 
Membership        Sylvia Whitmore 
Other Finance      Ray Brazeau 
Volunteers           Wayne Woods 
LV Rep                Ken Brown 

 

  Museum Events from last Fall 

 
Rural Ramble 
 

Approximately 90 visitors came to the Museum 
as part of the Rural Ramble last September.  
These visitors could see candles being made 
in the Pioneer Home by Florence Wilson and 
assistants; watch Ruby Black as she spun 
wool into yarn; check out the train exhibit with 
help from our railroad engineer, Steve 
Handke; and, for our very young visitors, write 

with quill pens in the Lowertown School House.  It was a nice 
sunny day to wander the grounds and view all the outdoor  
exhibits as well as enjoy the displays in Founders Hall.  Although 
the Rural Ramble is now part of history, Angela has plans for a 
Fall Harvest Festival this year so stay tuned… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Appreciation Tea 
 

Angela hosted an Appreciation Tea last  
November to say “Thank You” to both patrons 
and volunteers for all of their support and help 
throughout the season.  She said that we 
were all “stars” and she very much  
appreciated all of our efforts to make the  
various Museum events successful.  There 
was an excellent turnout for the tea and it  

was great to see many of the Antique Car Club members in  
attendance. 
 

 
 
 

 

Curator’s Corner 
Angela Siebarth 
 

Would you like to 
make sure that your family’s heritage 
documents are preserved?  The  
Museum will be providing an  
encapsulating service where odd-sized 
documents are placed between two 
acid-free plastic sheets and sealed 
with double-sided tape.  Please  
contact Angela at the Museum for 
more information. 
 
Archive News 
Stephen Handke 
 

We are always looking for 
old photos and documents.  
If you have any, or know of any, 
please contact the museum by  
telephone or preferably by email.   
 

The Archives Committee will also be 
working with the Membership  
Committee to produce feature articles 
in future newsletters. 
 
Pioneer Church Bulletin 
Janet Campbell 
 
Evensong services will 
again be held Thursdays in 
our Micksburg Pioneer Church  
starting the last Thursday in June and 
ending the last Thursday in August. 



The 3 R’s:  Renew, Restore, Refurbish! 
 

The Museum may not 
be officially open but 
there is lots of activity 
there these days.  
David Whitmore, 
Wayne Woods and 
Bert McHutchion 
have again put paint 
rollers to walls and 
freshened up the wall spaces around the loom, 
the First Nations/Champlain exhibit and the  
logging tools exhibit area.  They have also  
installed three pieces of a beautiful oak parapet 
donated by Calvin United Church: one behind the 
loom and two in the buggy area.  Steve Sipocz will 
be giving the washrooms a new coat of paint and 
Wally Cochrane has done some electrical work. 
 

Angela has refurbished the Samuel de Champlain 
exhibit and is starting to put new exhibits into the 
J. Deacon Taylor showcases.  The logging exhibit 
is undergoing a major overhaul thanks to Tom 
Stephenson and David and Sylvia Whitmore.   
Angela and Lori Corriveau (a new volunteer) are 
doing the fine-tuning on the logging display. 
 

Antique Car Club  
 

Antique Car Club of Pembroke Restoration Project 
By Dave Lemkay 
 

Once again the 
ACCP team, under 
the leadership of 
Neil Videto, is busy 
with restoration of 
the motorized  
Sylvester railway 
“Jigger” and newly acquired Fairmont Lorry.  Club 
workers began in early December with the  
disassembly of the jigger and accompanying 
trailer (lorry) and photographed and tagged all 
parts.  Two replacement panels were fabricated in 
Ottawa and hardwood to replace rotted flooring 
has been milled and fitted by members.  The 
group of 7 or 8 men has put in over 50 man-hours 
to date, with some reassembly already underway.  
Painting will be arranged with a local body shop 
so that the two vehicles will be completely finished 
by spring.  Through this group, the museum has 
acquired certain additional railroad equipment, 
tools and hopefully also track pieces that will be 
key to any expansion of this exhibit in future.  

All Aboard! 
By Steve Handke 
 

Don’t Miss the Train 
 

During the March Break, the CTMPV will be hosting a 
special exhibit of model trains.  An operating HO scale 
(scale of 1:87 inches) layout will be set up, along with 
static displays of different scales.  Information on this 
exciting hobby will be available, and workshops may 
be offered.  This program is being spearheaded by 
OVHS member, John Wegner.  Railway history  
artifacts will also be on display.  Railways may soon be 
history in the Ottawa Valley, and these small trains 
may well end up being the only moving example of this  
industry locally. 
 

Railway Artifacts 
 

We are presently trying to obtain more railway related 
artifacts.  This is now a priority in order to preserve the 
history of the Ottawa Valley’s railways, in light of recent 
events in this industry locally.  We hope to obtain some 
more rail to create a “siding” beside our existing track 
and also acquire examples of track maintenance  
equipment.  Looks like it could be a busy summer! 
 
 
Sneak-a-Peek  
 

Enclosed is your invitation to our Sneak-a-Peek  
Wine and Cheese Gala  
being held Friday, April 23 at  
7:00 p.m. here in Founders Hall.  
The Kiwanis Club of Pembroke is 
helping us again this year by  
providing licenced servers and 
support. 
 
Plans for this event are already 
well underway and we would like 
you to join us for a viewing of  
wonderful folk art and  
photography; the launch of a great 
new book, Alligators of the 
North; exciting new exhibits; 
excellent wine and cheese; a  

silent auction and the opportunity to meet and greet 
friends and fellow members. 
 
Please help us start our new season in fine style! 



Heritage Day 
 

On Saturday, February 13, Heritage Pembroke  
sponsored a fascinating local history event at Cal-
vin United Church for Heritage Day.  The  
participants of Heritage Pembroke include: 
Champlain Trail Museum & Pioneer Village 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 72 Pembroke   
     Museum 
42nd Field Regiment (Lanark and Renfrew  
     Scottish) RCA Regimental Museum 
Murray L. Moore Hydro Museum 
Calvin United Church Archives and Murals 
Upper Ottawa Valley Genealogical Group 
 

Special guests who  
officially opened this 
event were  
Rev. Richard Hall, 
Karen McDonald  
representing Cheryl 
Gallant, M.P. and 
Mayor Ed Jacyno  
They were ably assisted by Bob Clauson and  
Doug Fee. 
 

The many visitors who came on Saturday  had the 
opportunity to view many interesting and wonderful 
photographs depicting local history; to get valuable 
information for genealogical research and to see 
the exhibits presented by our local museums.   
Heritage Pembroke plans to sponsor this event 
again next year on the second Saturday in  
February at Calvin United Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

From Our Archives  

With current events being the Vancouver 2010 
Winter Olympics, I thought I would check among 
the many sports pictures in our Archives for a  
suitable photo.  I found this interesting picture of 
women’s hockey from 100 years ago.  This is a 
photo of the Cyclone Hockey Team of 1909-1910 
and the names shown are as follows: 
Back row:  Q. Fluker, Point; Capt. I. Munro, C. Point; 
K. Brennan, Centre 
Front row:  E. Coxford, Rover; M. Brennan, R. Wing; 
E. Taylor, L. Wing; G. Morris, Goal 
 
I wonder how our resident goalie, Angela, would 
look in one of these outfits! 

 
 
 Membership 
 

It is time to renew your membership!   
 
We would very much appreciate your continued 
support and hope that you will join the Museum 
membership again this year.  Enclosed is the  
Patron Program brochure and a renewal form (if 
you haven’t renewed already) which you can mail 
to the Museum along with your payment.   
 
Please note that we have changed the term, 
Friends of the Museum to Pioneers of the Museum 
on both the brochure and renewal form.   
 

 
 
 

Sylvia Whitmore 
Membership 

Congratulations to  
Les and Janice Reavie 
who won a family 
membership renewal 
for winning the 
“What’s It” Contest at 
our Museum booth. 


